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evcryonc elst,;wc'r.' just usffit}bm a ltttle tlran UDicsl buildilgs. Tlre compary rmfrs
differenlly," said Anthony ledlhrski, vice tlrc heit enranatini through tl:re frourid
presidrxlt of Roman Inc., whosc Addison floorwitlcenrentmllsthathawnxrc thnn
buikling ms bullt by Solarcrete. "We insu- thrm tilnes thc lnsulolion of most hrrildhrgs.
Inte oulsrl lvcs fionr thc cI\4reInlcnt I lnlhcri l lanthcstarrdnrd2t4inclrcsofiusit,
lrottnd us." latlon, Solarcretc uscs 7% incllcs of StWo-

IOtrIil.
Howilua*s

Thc huilding stylc capitalizes on the
eanh's thennal energy, which kecps thc
ground bclowthc frost line at e constmt 53
degTees.

Solarcrctcmpturcst}atheatbyinstall ing
ils walls abouti fcet dceperinto the grounil

Drergy emclcnt \aindows nn(l lhnited
openingshr thercof rrlso mhimirhcat loss.

"The bulldiug acts likc a cavc )cnr-
rcund," said Pcter Konopka, gencrnl con-
tmctor md developer for Solarcrcte,

KaDelaDd adnrlnistratoR recently toured

I}Y I{ATHRYN GRoNDIN
I\nb IldnldStalJll+ik

Konclond school adrnlnistrfttors nro
pontlcdng a futurc rvilh tiny utllity bllls.

'lhc districr ls invcstl8atiug cn$8y-cm-
cient construcllon optl(Ds, onc of which
trrlSlrt h)cludc opcmtlngwlilrout hcating 0r
nir-con(llt ionlng systerns,

Solarclcte in Huntlev constructsextm-i[-
sulated buildings tlrat'm nraintain mrrgh-
ly 70-dcgree temperatures yearrround wilh
srnnll - if nny - heating or eb-condltioning
untrs

"Wc'rc usingthe epct iame materials as Sce EIESY 0n PAEE 0

''We Euild thc nost Eneey Eltjcietil Builcilngs in the Woild'

SOLARCRETE E.E.B.S.
P,o. Box 669

Huntley, IL 60142
8t 5-r23-2553

GEgorio Rodrigur pscks mrchsrdl$ madng s T-siht at lho ortra-lnEulsbd Roman lm. caar9hous€ In Addls.
alrddltonlng syabrE In tlF bulldlng, dB bmpomtum mmalB I mmfbrtbb ql3 dogffi }lar rund.
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Roman Inc., which creates md dis-
.. tr,ibutes Christrnas decorations ald

oiher collectibles.
, . :They foud temperatues ranged
. ftbm 55 deArees on a window to 67

and 69 degiees on walls md ceiling
lieans, said Tom Rmty, assistant su-
pedntendent for business. The out-

' ii:de.temperatiie wd inthe 20s or
30$ he Said..

"It npst certainly is intriguing,"
Rurrysaid. "ll's somethingyou can't
lrelieve ifyou don't see it."

Sclrool boud nrcmbers plm to vis-
it a Solilciete building to see for
thernselvas
: :!\ny time you cm save Oie kind of

nlone) alral energy costs is something
nonlr looking at," board President
Steven Bausemil said: "Ouenergy
Qq$ts are going to go nowhere but up
i[ thefuture."

that on heat,l' Bitton said. Ownes a13o
saie o[ maintenaqce cbsts ad re-
placeme[tParts,
. Jedlinski said the Solrcrete bid for

The cave effect
Solarcrete buildings work like a caye in that walls placed deeper
in the ground kap the thermal heat of Earth and extra-thick insulation
in walls and roof keeps the insidd temperature constani despite
the weather outside,

,his Addison buildini wqs thg middlg
rprice out oftfuee constlrction pro:
posals. The550,000-sqUare'footM'e' .
ho use cost $25 per squile fbot. Air ex-

tle beginning but I fiBued if it was
iorily half true, I'd srill save millions..o,, !
dollan," jedlinsh said. "Itdid bettea:
thanlwa.spromised." .,.

'Beql ustsq,irlgs '

Iedlinski wm palnS $30,000 to
$40,000 per month to heat a typical
masonry structue that w6 il eighth
the size ofhisAddison building. Now
he's palug $10,000 ayear in energy .

. bills, he said. '
, ,, : CenStruction costs can rmge trom,
$75 to $100 persquile fbot depqndi.
ing onthe menities inside, Konopka
said. A I5,000-squtr€-foot Solarcrete
mairsion in Ohi(i eime in at $1.5 mil-
lion, while il 8,000-square-foot
house in }lmd cost $750,000 be-
@use ithad awhiilpool md other up-

grailcs, he said Some gf the coripii-
ny'stoqrhousessellfor$89,900. .

l\&at about air quality? Solncreti
is monitoring sickdays in at least oDe
o{its buildings in.arr effon to shoiv
potentialcustomenthat's not airrob-
lem, "It's the stubbomless of the


